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ABSTRACT

The National Implementation Strategy for

United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development

Sun-Kyung Leel), Jae-Young Lee, Soon-chul Lee, Yu-jin Lee,
Gyeong-seok Min, Suk-kyung Shim, Nam-soo Kim, Kyung-hwan Ha

I. Introduction

o Chapter 36 of Agenda 21, "Education, Public Awareness and Training"
which was adopted during the 1992 UNCED (Rio De Janeiro, Brazil)
emphasized the key role of education in Sustainable Development (SD).
After this, there has been various attempts to activate ESD for 10 years,
but it failed in getting the results that we had expected.

o As a result, the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD,
Johannesburg, South Africa) again emphasized the importance of education
and there was a suggestion that designates 2005 — 2014 as the UN Decade
for Education for Sustainable Development (UN DESD). It was adopted in
the 57th UN General Assembly, December, 2002. UN DESD is closely
related to the New Millenium Goals (MDGs), Education for All (EfA), and
the United Nations Literacy Decade (UNLD).

UN DESD started in March, 2005. Also participating in this worldwide
efforts and developing and implementing national level strategy for ESD that
emerged as an urgent task, is Korea.

[e]

o The objective of this study is to establish the national strategy for
implementing ESD effectively in Korea during the UN DESD. This study was
conducted for 3 months starting on March 10, 2005 and ended on June 9,
2005. The extent of this study includes defining the basic concept of UN
DESD, grasping the international trend, evaluating domestic ESD level, and
developing the national ESD strategy and suggesting policies based on the
evaluation.

[e]

The methods used in this study include systematic analysis of international
or national level documents such as UN DESD — Draft International
Implementation Scheme (UNESCO, 2004) and other web materials and
various publications, interviewing related persons, surveys, expert meetings,
etc.

* email . sklee@cje.ac.kr
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II. International Trend on UN DESD

o To establish the national strategy for ESD in Korea, other countries' ESD
policies and current status or their preparations for ESD and DESD
strategies were investigated. Especially, the methods and procedures to
establish such polices and strategies as well as contents of strategies
themselves were examined.

o The targets for examination were selected according to the region and
development level. They include New Zealand, Taiwan, Germany, United
States, Brasil, Sweden, Great Britain, Japan, China, Canada, Kenya,
Thailand and Australia. The implications from the analysis results are as
follows:

— The relationship between ESD and SD promotion strategies needs to be
strengthened further.

— National level secretary or committee for ESD strategy establishment and
implementation needs to be designated under the ministry or beyond.

— Participatory methods need to be used in the process of ESD strategy
establishment and implementation.

— The related governmental bodies need to cooperate and help with each
other.

— Sharing the roles among the government and ESD stakeholders is needed.

— Integrated and interdisciplinary approach is needed to prepare the detailed
action plans for ESD.

— Discovering practical excellent cases and the efforts to publicize them are
needed.

II. Current Status of ESD in Korea

o The current status of ESD in Korea was checked through various indices,
research on various documentations for ESD status about schools, society,
enterprise, and higher educational institutions combined with research on
each area's expert association, college students, teachers and people who
are in charge of local Agenda 21. The results are as follows:

1) School

o The overall entrance examination system is the major obstacle, and the
awareness level of teachers and the board of education is very low. There's
almost no related initiatives in the name of ESD.

o ESD in school can be implemented through the connection with curricular
activities, extracurricular activities and discretional activities.

o The excellent cases should be discovered among the whole school
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initiatives such as Environment Protection School, School Forest Movement,
Unesco Associate Project, Alternative Schools, etc. Also, there should be
some efforts to publicize those cases.

o ESD should be approached as the re—orientation of the whole education
process not as an individual curriculum or educational content. The whole
school initiatives should be encouraged to change the school ethos.

2) Society
A) Agenda 21

o SD related educational activities are being carried out, but most of them
are environmental education oriented as a part of education. Also, they are
not integrated into ESD.

B) Social Organizations

o The ESD of social organizations includes environmental education, human
rights education, unification education, peace education, etc. However, the
overall connection with ESD is not satisfactory. Especially, they initiated
and spread various field trips, environmental camps, etc in environment
education. But most of them are one—time event and developing the regular
ESD programs is needed.

3) Private sector

o The role of private sectors in ESD is very important, because it can
support partnerships among school, society and various networks and
organizations in many ways. There are some cases, but they are not so
active overall. Therefore, the participation of private sectors in ESD is
needed.

4) Higher Educational Institutions

o There are no explicit approaches in all areas including literacy education
for SD, expert fostering course, ESD expert fostering course, etc. which can
be done by hight educational institutions including universities, research
institutions, etc.

IV. The Direction of National ESD Implementation

o This study suggests key areas, 7 principles and 7 directions for national
ESD implementation.

o It is suggested that the contents of ESD key areas reflect special contexts
in Korea based on the suggestions of the UN. The additional contents
include resolving conflicts, unification, social innovations, partnership, media
literacy, biodiversity, disaster prevention/minimization, transportation,
sustainable production and consumption and reducing the gap between the

- 110 -



ABSTRACT

rich and the poor.

o The 7 principles for ESD implementation which are suggested in this study
are as follows: they include the innovation through participation, respect for
social equity and diversity, integrated approach, education for all, lifelong
learning, long—term perspectives, and positive consideration for environment.

o The direction for ESD implementation in terms of establishing and
promoting the detailed strategy are as follows: It should include the
emphasis of collective and collaborative learning, integration of ESD related
innovation policies, integration of ESD and knowledge based society concept,
pursuing sustainable development and educational development at the same
time, reflecting unique contexts of Korea, orienting for broad collaboration
based on global perspectives and sustainable environmental management.

V. National ESD Implementation Strategy

o The national ESD vision which is suggested in this study is “Sustainable
Development and Sustainable Society, Leaded and Shaped by Education". In
this vision, every individual or group participate and study the values, action
competency, and lifestyle for sustainable development and living together,
which lead to a sustainable society.

o The objectives of national ESD are as follows:
— Both individuals and groups share the vision and high awareness for SD

— Both individuals and groups are equipped with the capacity for learning
and implementing SD

—  Multi—stakeholders of ESD have strong partnerships and solidarity
through active communication

— Both individuals and groups participate actively in creating SD and a
sustainable society.

o The national implementation strategies to achieve the vision and objectives
of ESD are as follows:

— Construct the system and base for the settlement and activation of ESD

— Enhance the awareness of ESD through a participatory approach to share
the vision and secure a sense of ownership

— Build the capacity of learning and implementing SD for both individuals
and groups

— Strengthen the communication and partnerships among stakeholders of
education and SD

— Make education and learning as a key strategy for SD and a sustainable
society through its practical actions in various levels.
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o The national ESD implementation strategy includes &8  policy
recommendations and each policy recommendation includes current status,
problems, suggestions for improvement as tasks, index, etc.:

— Construct the legal and administrative base for ESD
— Construct the national implementation system

— Establish and implement the vision sharing plan to improve the (E)SD
related awareness through a participatory approach

— Expand the opportunities of education and training for building capacity
for SD

— Establish research and development system for supporting ESD.
— Strengthen the solidarity and communication among ESD stakeholders
— Promote the integration of SD and education through practical action

— Establish the monitoring and evaluation system for implementation and
improvement of ESD.

VI. National ESD Implementation System

o After consultation process with experts and civil groups and discussion
with other ministries on the national ESD implementation strategy, it is
needed to be followed by establishing ESD national action plan through
participation, securing ESD implementation system and financial sources.
Also, developing and implementing the detailed actions, establishing
monitoring and evaluation plans are needed for future promotion.

o In the process of consultation, investigation on the ESD status and
establishment of action plan for ESD, participation of various stakeholders
should be included, which could be the process of learning SD or ESD.
Developing and implementing the detailed action plan for ESD should
contribute to the concretization and realization of ESD.

o The things to consider for promoting ESD related policies are as follows:

1) Integrating existed national innovation tasks, central and local government
and governmental bodies.

2) Pursuing top—down and bottom—up approaches at the same time.
3) Linking with existing organizations like local agenda 21, network, etc.
4) Improving the role of enterprises and higher educational institutions.

o Among these things, the initiative efforts of the government and
connection with other governmental bodies or various sectors could excel
the promotion of ESD. Especially the positive attitude of the Ministry of
Education and Human Resources Development (MOE) can be crucial for the
future promotion of DESD and its success.
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1. A IALEZ (Millenium Development Goals : MDGs)91)

o AP T FxE= WEs Folal 2 NAdshr] Sl 20004 9€ A

d GBI AA AEAREC] Fefd st

o 87 HX¥(Goals) 9 1578 BA =X (targets) & TAFHo] lom thi-Eo]
1990 7|F o2 ot 2015\ HiEE i)

o 2004d7HA Z+ AT B gAS Y RUEH.
A, 20059 9€ 14~169 “Add A 53 59 F ZA3E (MDG+5
Summit)” & AFste] WA S s Flojt)

1) A% W23} 7)o} 2 (Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger)
> 20159 94 SE % 129 wRkez Yok Ad Jlokz 1%
W o]EY B &S e EQth
o 419 ol4ke] AgEe] oA shel 199 wem Aolrka gt At
o ohxelsl, ol o2, Aeln Aol fea FelAlol A

Aol e Wz Be] vx Zaii glr.

24 (Achieve universal primary education)
» 20159 24 HX : BEE 2dAYEo] 258w E wkd £ QA Sk
o 1,130%H38 2] ofglo]so ] ol YA ki Qo G Hitel 7hrtol
S e gy ofdolrt 2005 7kA] 95%7F E oo

3) A HS5 =33 oA 73 (Promote gender equality & empower women )
0

d 24 B 0 7kEE 20009704 2FTaEoA,
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TrgAke] 329 27F oAdoln o9 HAPELS HA 3% 20 13tk
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2|7kl M =

4) oJdo] AJLE ZrA (Reduce child mortality)
» 20159 B4 E3x: 54 o3t ool APLES 2/3 T E%It
o uid oF Huinirg o] ojglolFo] diy) orbaet How s s5viA gAY
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5) EA A7} SR (mprove maternal health)
- 20159 B4 B B4 o4 AHEE 34 BF A,

o AMEATE A AP SHEL 488 101, AR RE G} ol
bds B ZEIHS 25 gk
6) ofo]=Zeokrel AW E X (Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases)
» 20159 @49 B oJol=s] 43} eelols e Fa A9 B
E< AAA ]31 o] AIZEA g,
o 20014 5SHRtgo] A2 e Za EFete] 43wt o] ofo]jze] e
B gk mebd, A2, B, 4 Aol =e] o] A
Ag % rks Ag wolEa gk

7) 8734 A&715A B (Ensure environmental sustainability)
» ArbsuAe 498 7 489 Zade) $usa 84 4949 &
o]

» 20159 24 EX : HAZ Ao HIEA Ee AIFEY HE&S 4t
T &g
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o 19909 E= &FH Oi]oﬂ/ﬂ g9l “World Conference of Education for
All” oA A MAA BE ofdo], HAd, s 159 4y A5 E A
Al7171 9130 7]%‘32%*1 AES ES AUt S e nylEAd
S AE kil 10 Fol BE ofdo|EofA

TS A =Y 2 Mooz whlS 9% W& (EFA)”  £%9]

= STt

|

=

o AT ETAL §4A% ZAYS 8ol dolge Fud del 01
Wol Ak 2000d 744 FEAIA ASHE LA B

o 2000 A A AAA 897H5M (876 mil.) Ho] FHoln E3] )
Mo 6114 ool 5% P Sgus 7HA] gtk o] F
60%= olAFofRlololr, Hoprlol =7k o149 60%+= =TItk E9 =7
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82) Fuw 3 =AM7F A€ AA, 2004 84 AA,

83) A H¥AoR gglo A4 Ry, 4 #HE BE TAE OF ATseE 7)1
(www.pce.govt.nz)

84) See Change (PCE, 2004) ¢} Create the future (PCE,2002)
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86) BLK Programm ‘21" & <1 Pﬂ} F abgollA st
S 93 19999 % 59 st (1999-2004) =
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87) Swedish Ministry of Education & Science (2004), The development of Education:
National Report of Sweden.(www.ibe.unesco) Anders Johnson (2005) Intervention at
UNECE High level meeting of Environment and Education Ministries Vilnius 17-18
Mar. 2005.
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88) SDEP : Sustainable Development Education Panel
89) Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in England

90) #11:Beijing Olympic Plan
(http://www.ebeijing.gov.cn/Government/BulletinBoard/OPlan/default.htm)

91) A& 4 : http://www.undp.org/mdg/abcs.html
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